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CONFIDENTIAL File No. 4 : Page I

At last, a serious note from The Boss Upstairs, as he mulls
over tle selling of BT and why he is now dabbling in the
high-rise world of writing magazine intros instead of running
a leading software label.

Psst... Page 2

Top Secret - - - Do Not Read Page 2
Agent Orange's pigeons get alay in as he finds a breakdown
in communication.

Chess Page 3
Bob Coles, a veritable Grand Master at the whole Chess
thing, gets to grips with the best programs on the market and
holds an impromptu Toumament.

The Team... Page 7
At last! The moment you have been waiting for as the CON-
FIDENTIAL team are revealed in stunning full-page 1007o
black and white. (Gasp! Swoon).

To Le Manor Born Page 8
Clive Weathe,rley continues his look at the software houses
across the Channel.

The Holv Grail Page L0
Upstaging Monty Python takes some doing, but
has Lancelot done it with the Grail competi-
tion? Find the final questions revealed!

Elite vs FOFT Page 1l
Forget Bruno and Tyson (Oh, you have), the
battle of the Titans at the moment is between
these two gian's. But which one comes out of
the ring alive? Newcomer Lockwood reveals
all.

Adventure Building Page 13
Keith Campbell finds out how a major software house puts
together an adventure from the original idea to when the
game hits t}te streets.

It's In The Post Page 15
No, not your cheque, the latest helping ofPBM coverage!

Personnel File Page 16
The llama-man rides again in a look into a day in the life of a
well-known heavy metal zap freak.

The Golden Chalice Awards Page 18
So who won the best adventure of the year award. Our spy
on the spot tells us all.

MirrorWorld Page 19
John Trevillian concludes his look into the demesne of multi-
user games with this insight into a free, non-commercial
game.

Contents
Dead Letter Box Page 22
Can you help our Agents stuck in awkward positions? Well,
I'm certainly not going to try. The NoticeBoard is back with
all the latest contacts.

Mapping Your Adventure Page 23
John Barnsley's look at this most essential aspect of adventur-
ing since tlte'inventory' command.

Bestiary File/Bixby by Rob. Page 26
lhey're back and raring to go. See them both on one page!
Can you take the pace?

Spirit Of Adventure Page 27
Another glimpse into the realm of Northem live role-playing.
Just across the Pennines from T'Mill lair another group of
sword-waggling weirdos!

OId Chestnuts
Michael bywater is back and this t ime
comments on Zork and lomorrow's computers.

Puzzle Page

Page 29
makes a few

Page 30
Win younelf some cheaper games and have fun solving these
brain-numbing conundrums, including your very own Mon-
ster Crossword.

Charts and Diary Page Page 31
The Official Secret's lists to what are the best-selling games
and the unmissable dates lo stick down in your diarv.

For Your Eyes Only Page 32
From his palphone in the Cellar, the Man In Black rings out
with all the larest letters.

The Back Page
Now that the Hardware competition is almost over, we have a
sparc page, see what we do with it at the back. So now you
can have fun with the Diary Of An Adventurer and the Unbe-
lievably Essential Guide To Software-Speke.
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should stop reading now!

agai+ The Boss Upstairs would like to thank everyone who
ibuted the usual bloo4 sweat and tears that make up this issue

of CONFIDENTIAI- especially the ever-superb team that is:
John "Biggles" Trevillian (for flying off the road and into someone'
rockery coming back from the MirrorWorld interview),'Cuddly'rocKery comlng DacK Irom tne Mlrrorworl(l rntervlew), uudcily
Clive Weatherley (for crumpling his car twice on the way !o the
ofFrce), Charles "Big Bang" Cannon (for driving into the canal on
the way home from the pub - and then telling us it needed a wash
anyway), and Robert "Nigel Mansell's Co-Pilot" l,ockwood (for
losing his ejector seat while trying to tum the stereo up on the
motorway). And a special mention to: Bob Coles, l,evel 9 and all
at Mandarin, Keith Campbell and Mike Gerrard for their time at the

Chalice Awards, the original programmers of Elite, Jeff
Minter for being such a hoopy cool frood, Henry Mueller, Pip Cor-
drey and those inside the MirrorWorld (Thanks Neil!), John Bams-
ley, Bixby and Rob, Pam Turnbull, Michael Bywater an4 of course,
that vision in rubber gloves, Vera "Have you heard about me cur-
tains?" Sawyer, oru resident cleaning lady.
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A CAI{ COMPUTERS PLA
M € cHnss?bg

Back in 1980I was living in Inndon
when some new-fangled chess-playing
machines became commercially avail-
able, so I made my way to Harrods
where some of them were being dis-
played to find outjust how good they
were. I set myself up against a Fidelity
Chess Challenger only to discover that
it was dreadfully slow on the higher
levels and a poor chess player on the
lower ones. My opinion of the
machine went even lower when I
checkmated it in under twenty moves
and then found that it would play the
same game move for move if its first
three moves were the same.

Eight years later times had changed.
At the Barbican Chess Congress in
1988 a Novag chess computer was
entered in the Open section, This is
traditionally a strong tournament and
that year was headed by Grandmaster
John Nunn, ranked ninth in the world.
The Novag was on 3.5 points from
five games and won the sixth and last
round by default because its opponent
refused to play a computer. Of the
other rounds, two of the draws,
according to its operator, happened
because the computer allowed perpetu-
al check "...which it could have avoid-
ed on the three-minutes-a-move level
but I had to have it on two-and-a-half-
minutes-a-move to be sure of making
the time control." One of those draws
was against the player who beat me
easily in the first round.

John Nunn was also involved with
chess computers when he gave a
simultaneous exhibition in support of
Sport Aid in which he played approxi-
mately twenty humans and two com-
puters at the same time. He lost only

one game, to one of the computers.
This game followed a pattern I have
observed in games between a human
and a chess program ofcomparable
strength. Even with the aid of an open-
ing librmy the computer usually comes
out worse in the opening and by the
early middle game is in a position
which in a human-human confronta-
tion it might be expected to lose.
When it comes to actually winning ttre
game, however, the human finds it
harder than expected and the computer
defends accurately, quite often coming
out on top and going on to win. At one
point during the game John Nunn was
heard to comment, "I didn't think it
could play that," and then played a
sacrifice which on the face of it
appeared !o win. Several moves later it
became apparcnt that the computer had
assembled a tenable defensive position
and with its extra material it went on
to win.

I can think of two reasons why such a
change in advantage occurs. When the
human is on the verge of winning he
or she has formed a low opinion of the
computer and so doesn't bother to find
the best way to win, not expecting
accurate defence. At the same time,
finding most of its analysis leading to
bad positions, the computer starts
looking around for better moves and
so hnds a higher proportion of good
moves than it did earlier. This will be
illustrated by some examples from
games between various programs later.

So much for ttre dedicated chess com-
puters. How good are the programs
available for home micros? Your edi-
tor (spy-master?) was good enough to
send me some chess progmms to
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..JSSUE roW ALR&{DY?...I FEEL IN SUCH A COOD MOOD, I THINK tLL CiO AND INTERVIBW A FEW RECEffi0NISIS...N0W WHERE DID I PUT THOSE TI{UMBSCREWS?

Bob Coles looks at  that  most anclent game and a

examine and I played a tournament
between them and myself, the results
of which can be seen in a table else-
where in the article. Also dotted
around the pages are comments on the
features of each of the individual pro-
grams. The toumament consisted of
the following players: Psion Chess on
the AAri ST, Sargon III on the Amiga
and IBI\4/PC and comparibles, Colos-
sus Chess X on the Atari ST, and Tfte
Chessmaster 2000 on the Amiga. Both
Sargon and Colossus claim to be the
ultimate chess program whereas
Chessmaster is "the finest chess pro-
gam in the world." Psioz was much
more restrained, merely pointing out
that it once won the World Microcom-
puter Championships. Decide for your-
self how extravagant these claims are
by looking at the results table. I also
received a copy of Battle Clress for the
Amiga which is reviewed elsewhere. I
did not include it in ttre toun:rment
because it was clearly a weaker chess
player than the others and anyway, I
only have access to one Amiga so
Amiga-Amiga matches were out! .Bar-
tle Chess does not claim o be a seri-
ous chess program, though it is still
strong enough to beat the average
chess novice.

For the lournament I set the progams
to 1 minute per move and limited
myself to t hour for 60 moves. At this
time rate they play reasonable chess
without being too slow.

A few words about the results. The
discerning among you may have
noticed that they are extremely good
for my ego and pretty depressing for
Sargon's programmers. A look at the
games reveals a slightly different story.

THE TOURNAMENT RESUI.ITS
{Letters in brackets indicate colour played)

pr-AyER I  n.c.  l  " .c.  lc .c.x.  lc . ivr .z l  s lu lsconB
R. COLES l(W 1(B) l(W l{B) 4

PSION CHESS o(B) l(B) o.5[w) l(W 2.5

COLOSSUS CHESS X O(W O(!V) l(B) I(B) 2

CHESSMASTER 2OOO o(B) o.5(B) Otw) r[I,lr) r .5
SARGON III Otw) o(B) Ow) o(B) o
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Trtie- Battle Chess
Authon:- Interplay
Publisher: - Electronic Arts
Machine:- Amrga

Playing Style:
Batrle Chess is significantly weak-
er tian the other programs. It does
have a large opening book but
when thrown onto its own
resources soon goes wrong. Its
main weakness is a tendency to
grab material and so it is a sucker
for sacrifices.

Graphics:
The whole reason for this game is
the graphics. On the 3-D board the
pieces are animated figures which
go through a fight sequence when-
ever a capture occurs. Rook takes
queen is one to watch out for. Very
entertaining and well done, includ-
ing the sound. Actually playing a
game on the 3-D board is quite dif-
ficult because the pieces don't look
much like normal pieces, but there
is a 2-D board you can switch to
while deciding on your move
before making it on the 3-D board.

Packaging:
Two booklets are provided here,
the first describing the features
adequarely the second giving the
rules of chess in an informal style
and including some master games.
These games cannot be loaded
from disk but obviously can be
played ttnough by referring to the
packagrng.

Feanrres:
Due to the animation sequences
taking up disk space the other fea-
tures available are a bit sparse but
they do include everything you
really need such as load and save
game, set up board, force move,
suggest move and of course setting
levels and choosing colour. There
is also a modem facility so you can
play with someone miles away if
you've got tle right hardware.

displays its thoughts - of course, I
closed that window when I played it -
honest!) If the move rate had been
slower Sargon would probably have
won by one of the following means.

After20 Ne4 white threatens 21 Nxc5
Qxc5;22 Qf6 and the only way to pre-
vent checkmate on g7 with the queen
is to play 22 ... QA which loses the
black queen o the bishop on h6. Black
can avoid this threat by moving its
bishop on c5, e.g. 20 ...B.a3. After this
2l Nf6 check Kh8; 22895 is over-
whelming.Two possible continuations
are22... Qf8;23 NxhT KxhT;24 Qh4
check Kg8; 25 Bf6 followed by 26
Qh8 mate; or22... h5;23 Nxh5 Qf8;
24 Nf6 followed by 25 Qha check and
26 Qh6 mate.

Another try by black a[ move 20 is ...
f5 but 21 exf6 wins material after
either 21 ... Qfl; 22Ng5 or 2l ... Qd8;
22fl check.

Sargon-Chesnwster was not a fair
test. I had to use the IBM version of
Sargon for this march which is much
weaker than the Amiga version. This
can only be tlre result of poor program-
ming since I was running the game on
an Apricot Xen which out performs an
Amiga any day of the week Perhaps
the IBM Sargon progmmmers should
give up hope. My personal opinion is
that there is not a lot ofdifference a
between the playing strengths of the (J
Amiga versions. <
Colossus seemed to get into a mess in
the openings. It has a learning facility
for its opening book and as a conse-
quence its book is not as deep as the
others. It may be that Colossas will
indeed leam as it plays, but there are
so many opening variations that I sus-
pect it will take a long time. In its
game against Psion it was the fint one
to run out of book knowledge and was
on the ropes by move eleven, and was
soon demolished. This was in a fairlv
well known opening variation and cti-
tainly less obscure than the stuff it
played against me. Maybe the pro-
grammers overlooked this line when
writing the opening book. The poor
position it achieved against Sargon,
described above. was due to indiffer-
ent opening play and it also allowed
Chessmaster to obtain a favourable
position from the opening. In both
games it defended extremely well and
then won by exploiting small mistakes
by the opposition.

The remaining garne is Psion-Chess-
moster. Psion was soon presented witl
the opportunity to win a bishop but
used the wrong rook, allowing Chess-
ftwster to wriggle out with rook and
bishop for a queen. These were the
remaining pieces along with some
pawns when the following position

was reached.

White: P sian C hess. Black: The
Chessmaster 2000. Position after
white's move 52 (ng 3)..

52.
53.
54.

BR check
Rxe4KN

KxR

went

20 Rfdl? Nxe5!

A strong defending move which came
as a great surpnse to me.

2l Qxe5 f6

and black regains its piece by fxg5
after the white queen moves. Colos-
szs then played some fine chess to win
by picking up white's weak pawn on
c3.

Sargon in fact noticed Ne4 a move too
late. (It has an analysis window which

I assume that Chessmaster played,the

Title:- Sargon III
Authors:- Hayden Software
Publisher:- Logonon
Machine:- Amiga

Playing Style:
Sargon handles tlte opening well
whether using its comprehensive
opening book or thinking for itself.
It plays more aggressively than the
other programs in the early middle
game but all too often it then loses
its way. It plays the endgame
rather poorly and patient play at
this stage of the game will usually
beat it.

Graphics:
Only a 2-D display with this one
and the piece graphics are rather
primitive, though clear. The pieces
are erased and then redrawn at
their new positions rather than
moving on screen but I don't think
this detracts from the presentation
too much.

Packaging:
The best of the lot with a thick
book lncidly explaining the rules
of chess, how to opemte the many
features and describing briefly the
master games on the disk. The
book is written for the Macintosh
version and addenda are included
for the Amiga version which is
nearly identical.

Features:
This program has most of the fea-
tures chess programs usually have
and includes facilities for display-
ing its analysis if you want to
cheal It does not, however, show
clock times which I like to use to
limit myself to the computers
move rate. 

/,$
Note on IBM version: \f
This comes with the Macintosh
packaging which is rather useless
since it is keyboard driven rather
than menu driven. My copy didn't
have any IBM specific documenta-
tion so I had to experiment with
holding the control key down and
pressing keys. The graphics are
worse than the Amiga version and
the playing strength much poorer. I
would have reservations about.
buying this version.
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THE TEAIVI
The names and faces have been changed to protect the innocent...

t Frenc

W#t$*ffiffi#tu
have crose contacts p no?l8#titi;fr"1,Lf;ll*?"ePossible 'insider trader'. Ioyal. Copes well with
other neurotic agents. Suspected football fan.

t
Trusted administration
agent with access to all
spy records. Official
Secrets' version of Miss
Moneypenny. Believed to
have operated some-

a very nice cup of tea. Her teeth are all her own.

where in Northern US for manv vears. Code name
Mata Hari. Well versed in art ol escapolog/. Makes

'\Iera"

Cleaning lady, dwarf and
arab terrorlst.

Former head of a spy
network: dropped out of
sisht for a while. Re-
apYpeared as head of PR
company. Believed to be
front for covert activities
in the world of thought,
flrose that dtsolease himtrategr and adventure. Those that dtsplease him

anish without trace. His ultimate goal is beliwed
o be world domination.

The Boss Upstairs'Num-
ber TWo. Veteran field
agent. Ex-stock car driv-
er. Pretends to be a PR
officer - even the Boss
has been fooled. Iongest

urviving agent still in the field. Believed to have
esigns on the Boss's job. Bi-lingual, writes cross-

and proof reads The Gruaniad

Rising star. Recruited by
chance when met Boss
Soho lavatorv. Known
controller of-aU Uf<
agents. Man of so many
guises he can never
remember who he is. Ex-

nault combat pilot, now models leather jackets.
a workaholic. Wants to be an editor when he

Is hideouslv deformed.

Agent Fothering-

, lrng time croney of Boss
: Upstairs. Worked with

s him since Project Brg
Boot€. Expert in the field

= of electronic and games
warfare. Recently gradu-

from Mr Magoo School of Driving. Carries
:t messages concealed in bags of parcels.

footbdil hooligan.

New recruit to spy-ring
from world of violence,
sex, drugs and accoun-
tancy. Masquerades as
writer and buyer of com-
puter Pames. Sometimesh inks h e' s in the mid dret- &t:5. eSS 33; 3fl1i5 fr'€

;arb. Not quite all there and gets the dangerous
obs. Expendable, but one to watch.

,liiiiff#.Ti#il Relative newcomer to the

$W at Yale. Transferred from
- 

,IEflF, 'vroqoneus Hosptar
neuro-surgery depart-
ment to answer the
phones and put agents

instructions in envelopes. Branching out into
industrial espionage and room bugging. Expert in
tield of plastic explosives and depth charging.

t Cannon

Code name 'Big Bang'.
Public school education.
Posh accent. Master of
disguise - can even look
scruffy ln a suit. Wealth
of coritacts. Through

hese, finds out what's going on in rival compa-
ries. Ex-stunt driver for Dukes oJHazznrd Myste-

Disappears for hours around mid-day.
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sipped coffee of a strength that would
need to be tasted to be believed, he
answered some of my questions. I
began by asking him the origin of the
slightly spooky name Lankhor.

"When we began to write commercial
games, we used the name'Kyilkhor',
one of my favourite words. It means a
type of mystical magical circle" (I
checked this in my dictionary and he's
not lying), "which f,rtted in well with
my thoughts and interests at the time.
This proved a little difficult for people
to pronounce, as you can imagine, and
so we combined it with Jean-Luc's sur-
name to produce the name'l,ankhor'.
Altogether a bit more original."

Jean-Luc Langlois and his sister Beat-
rice are old friends of Bruno and the
friendship goes back to the trio's stu-
dent days. Now, the three head
Lankhor each one in control of their
own particular specialised field, Bruno
being in charge of programming, Jean-
Luc taking control of the technical side
with his assistant Christian Droin. and
Beatrice being responsible for the
amazing speech and sound. Add to this
the artistry of graphics expert Bemard
Grelaud, and you have what must be
one of the most talented and sexually
balanced, games programming teams
in Europe. So how did they start?

"I began writing business programs
and utilities, and spent along eight
years doing this!" Bruno explained
with a weary smile. "But I soon
realised that. games were more enter-
taining, as well as being more prof-
itable for me personally. I wrote my
first. game, Joust, alone but my days of
solo programming are over. To create a
successful game you need n be the
best in so many different fields. And
now I think we have that mix."

Mortville Manor was, surprisingly per-
haps, Lankhort first big success, writ-
ten originally for the QL some years
ago. The subsequent popularity and
capabilities of l6-bit machines must
surely have come as a godsend to these
three friends, allowing them to take
creation to greater heights. They pub-
lish the programs themselves, Bruno
assuring me that they do have office
facilities somewhere, and their distri-
bution is handled by 16/32 Diffusion
in France and Active Sales in the UK.

Mornille was enormously successful
in France picking up two of the much
coveted Tilt "Game of the Year"
awards in 1987, one forbestadventure
and the other for best sound effects.
The nvo framed awards hang rather
incongruously on a wall in Bruno's
hall, by no means taking pride of place
but perched crookedly among tattered
schedules and faded prints. He appea$
to enjoy the accomplishment of his
work and the fact that people buy and
enjoy his games, but shuns ttre glory
and glare of praise and publicity.

For those not familiar with the game,
Mornille Manor is a graphical puzzle
whodunnit, set in the 1950's and star-
ring you as Jerome Lang, a Bogart-
style private detective given "...the
chance to revisit the uncertain terrain
of you're childhood past." Summoned
by an urgent telegram from an old
friend, Julia, you arrive at the Manor
in the middle of a snowstorm, accom-
panied by cliched but effective owl-
hoots and clock-chimes. Immediatelv
you learn from the butler that Julia is
dead, and tiat several friends and rela-
tives are staying in the house, all, as in
the best tradition of the genre, with
various skeletons in assorted closets.
and motives galore. Playing against a
real-time clock, it's up t0 you, or
Jerome, to explore the rooms of the
Manor, interviewing the suspects in
order to get tro the bottom of Julia's
death. The characters reply in audible
speech, each one in his or her own ver-
sion of the Inspector Clouseau-meets-
'Allo-'Allo French accent, which,
delight of delights, you can hear as
many times as you like. The more you
discover in the Manor, the more you
can ask the family about. But being
found in a room where youre not sup-
posed to be may lead to your being
thrown out into the snow, so discretion
is a must. Apart from conversal.ions
with the characters, the entire game is
icon-driven and a true experience to
get stuck into. I asked Bruno about *re
inspiration for Mornille.

"Well, I am a total Science-Fiction
fanatic, but steered clear of using it as
a theme for a game as it is too cliched.
Instead I chose mv other love: old
films. I immersed myself in 50s detec-
tive film. I watched every Bogart
movie about five times! And I read all
the period novels too to get the atmo-
sphere, which is a very important ele-
ment of MorMille Manor."

The game appears very realistic too,
with a whole assortment of everyday
objects to be found when rifling sur-
reptitiously through the family's draw-
ers. Are they all needed in the adven-
ture?

"Absolutely not, and that is why it is
just like being in a strange house. Of

course there are objects tlat are nol.
important to the crime, rooms thal bear
no relation to the death - just as there
would be in a real investigation. No
illogical problem-solving with blu;ure
objects like in so many adventures.
But the clues are all there, and with the
right movements and questions all will
be revealed!"

Yes, ttrere is something undeniably sat-
isfying and novel about searching
Eva's boudoir and discovering a greasy
old hairbrush and a manky reel of cot-
ton. Not that I'm one hundred percent
certain that they're nothing to do with
tlte case, you just never know. A com-
plete solution has yet o appear in any
of the British magazines although the
beans were spilled by the German
Aktueller Software Markt last month,
and although I'm not giving anything
away, eyebrows will be raised at the
surprising ddnouement, believe me.
So what's next on the Lankhor release
schedule?

The follow-up to Morwille is another
in Lankhor's mystery series and stars
once again the enigmatic Jerome
Lange. Maupiti Island has a decidedly
nautical flavour and takes place aboard
a yacht and, as the title suggests, on an
idyllic Bounty-bar island in the Pacif-
ic. The g:rme was not finished, but
Bruno took me through several of the
graphics screens, and I broke out in a
tan just looking at the sun-drenched
beaches and hearing the waves lapping
on the shore...Enough! Maupiti
Island will be out in the Uk around
May, but is suffering the eternal illness
of the soft'ware industry - slippage. No
other clues to it's content, or solution,
or scenario were leaked, not even to
CONFIDENTIAL. Huh! And ttrat
was it from Bruno, really. He showed
me a selection of arcade and educa-
tional games (check olt Elemental if
you fancy a mega-tricky pruzlemaze
game, and GNius for a totally original
exploration/action arcade game). We
chatted about this, that and ttre other,
none of which would be in the slighr
est interest to you, dear reader, and
then I said my adieux and then left for
the long trek home...

It was then that I realised that I only
had two of my expected three articles
and my heart froze. Cautiously pick-
ing up the telephone, I dialled through
to the CONFIDENTIAL main offices.
The sweet-sounding
sexy voice on the
other end of the
telephone rold me I
was through !o Ofh-
cial Secrets. I said,
"Hello Trevillian, no
time !o chatter. Put
me through to the
Boss Upstairs..."
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....AGENT LOCKWOOD...W}IATS ALL THIS SPACE CADET NONSENSE ABOUT?...COME IN...YOIJR SIJB-ETHER SPACE AANSMISSION IS BREAKING UP...
Thts stgry stqrts long, long_ago...no, lt's not that,story. Our tale ls essentlally one
of gpeed, lntrlSjue, a quest for wealth and plracy, but not ln the places you mtght
expect...

E VS THE FEDERATION
OF FREE TRADERS

About four
years ago, a
ceriain game
callefi, Elite
appeared on
the BBC

home micro (whatever happened to
that?) and for a while at least, tlat
exclusive club had something lo make
the rest of us envious. The entire
game had somehow been crammed
inm the Beeb's 32K memory. This
was quite an achievement by Ian Bell
and David Braben, considering both
the games depth and that their code
was largely a mess (it took a team of
four an age to convert the game to 16-
bit formats). Elite was born and it
became the first 16-bit game to reach
number one in the sales chart.

Gremlin Graphics have since tried to
duplicate its sales by producing an
Elite clone in their own space-trading
gante,The Federation Of Free
Traders.It's strange that the law only
recognizes the plagiarism of ideas and
not styles. My first view of FOFT
tended to enforce the'copy-cat' angle
as direct comparisons could be drawn
wittrout even opening the box. Look.
ing inside, I found things again
startlingly similar, but steadied myself
wittr the thoughtthat there are a limit-
ed amount of ways a game can be
packaged. Why the similarities ?

Well, the truth behind FOFT is proba-
bly that around two years ago, Gremlin
realised that there was a huge unsatis-
fied market for an Elite-type game,
especially in the new l6-bit field. No
one seemed in the least inclined to
convert Elite while Bell and Braben
were only willing to do the job for a
large reward. Gremlin's understand-
able reaction was !o start work on their
own space-trading game. Unfortunate-
ly, time and events overtook them. Not
only did the project take two years !o
complete, but in the mean time work
began on rewriting Elite and when it
became available for the Atari ST and
Amiga, it was an over-night success.
Gremlin's problems were further com-
pounded when they began advertising
FOFT about six months before it was
ready.

When the ST version was released in
February it contained several major

bugs. In the first copy I played,
launching (if you could first figure out
how) was impossible - you just disin-
tegrated in space, albeit very preuily.
Also, SAVEing the game had an
annoying tendency to erase part of ttre
pro$am disk. It seemed that Gremlin
had painted themselves inlo a comer
by advertising the product too early.
When demand and interest outstripped
their ability to deliver, they were
forced into rushing the product out
onto the market before it was readv. It
seems inconceivable that any properly
tested game could be released contain-
ing a bug that wipes part of the game
disk, unless of course it's been pro-
duced under extreme pressure.

Yet, bugs in games are nothing new.
Even Elite has a few. What's more
important though, is what does each
game offer the player? Which one is
better, and why?

ELITE
While veterans love this game, tlrose
who've never played it are probably
wondering what all the fuss is about.
Elite falls into that rare category of
game - a shoot-'em-up requiring a fair
measure of thought and strategy for
success. Your task is simple and yet
has been made hard enough to achieve
to present a lasting challenge without
becoming frusrating.

Starting with a modest Cobra Mk III
space ship and a little money, you
begin as the lowest rank of pilot. You
must. learn to survive and prosper in a
largely hostile universe of over 2000
planets. In order to survive you'll have
to know what to run from and when to
fight. In order to prosper, you'll have
to be shrewd in the types of cargo you
buy and where you sell them for the
best profit" Pirates perhaps pose the
biggest problem, as they'll not hesitate
to attack if you look weak or might be
worth some credits. On top of that,
there are bounty-hunters and a danger-
ous race of alien called The Thargoids
to contend with.

Initially, nearly everyone you meet has
better weapons, more missiles, more
everything in fact, and it seems pru-
dent to run, but the only way your rat-
ing of 'Harmless' can be increased is

by desroying
'hostiles'and
thus gaining
kill points.
Pressing the
'W key will
reveal your
cruTent score.
Anything up
to 2080 points
classifies you
as'Harmless'. Stanrs points increase
beyond that by doubling each level..
You'll become'Mostly Harmless, Poor,
Average, Above Average, Competent',
then'Deadly' and finally ELITE'.
Attacking innocent traders or dealing
in illegal substances can eiln you a
criminal record which makes access to
space slations harder. Desnoying
police ships gains a lot of kill points
quickly, but earns few friends. Your
legal status is likely to suffer, changing
from 'Clean' to 'Offender' or 'Fugitive.'
Vapourising hostile Thargoids or
Pirates though, often eams a reprieve
by reducing your criminal status. A
balance between attacking the police
and selling illegal goods on the one
hand, and eradicating the pirate men-
ace on the other, will see your score
rise rapidly. By careful trading, you
can amass enough money to buy better
equipment for your ship, like shields,
military lasers, fuel scoops, cargo
scoops, escape pods etc.

The ST version of Elite doesn't conlain
any missions until you reach the high-
est status, which can prove quite a
time consuming task. The C64 version
presented the player with a mission
within the first few hours of play. The
player was invariably offered the job
of taking some cute furry animals
called'Tribbles' to another planet. The
Tribbles start multiplying in the hold
until they have blocked out your entire
viewing screen. I"ater on the Space
Navy informs you that their latest ship
has been stolen and it's your job to
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hook up to Galnet. Through this, you
can access the cargo exchange, watch
prices and stock fluctuate, while buy-
ing fuel or equipment for the ship. In
some cases, by buying large amounts
of goods you can cause an unnatural
fluctuation in the market price as the
cargo become rarer. A profit can be
made by quickly reselling and you've
not even left the spaceport!

There me a couple of messages to be
read on the space jock's bulletin board
hinting at possible missions, while an
early version of the game included a
joke about Elite here. By typing
'FOFI', you are offered a mission to
get you started. By calling up the
galactic map and then a more detailed
system map, you can see what sort of
place your destination. Cargo can then
be purchased accordingly. There's a
thriving black market (of course) and
you can opt out of the Federation life-
style by concentrating on trading. The
press of a key will lock thecomputer
on your target world and you can then
blast off into hyperspace (arming the
escape pod first is a good idea). The

screen explodes in a myriad of colour,
and with an effect similar to that seen
in Star Wars, you arrive at your desti-
nation.

Great! If only it was that simple.
Despite the manual telling me what
keys I had to press to achieve what
result, I found the instructions so
vague that I didn't get anywhere until a
pile of 'Guide to Cadets' turned up at
the office. These comprise a small
folded document which condenses the
basic instructions from the manual
necessary to access your first mission,
plot a course, land on planets and
interpret radar data. Either someone
forgot o pack them in the original
boxes or they were hurriedly produced
when people began to point out how
unclear the manual was. Once you
know what you're doing things get a
whole lot better.

Once you are in space, the ship is easy
to handle with the joystick, rotating in
two planes. The radar shows otler
objects in different colours indicating
whether they are friendly, hostile or
unknown. It's possible !o trade with
other pilos just by being persistent -
the ones that say'no'initially, often
give in to offer good deals. I liked the
arming system and that the ship can be
equipped with ftree separate types of
weapon. Combat can take quite a bit of
time getting used to, but once you've
mastered the controls you're in for
some fun. If you're unlucky enough to
get hit, you can allocate droids to
repair damaged areas which is a good
feature, though they do take a liule

time to get finished. In Elite, a terse
message often informed you during a
battle that you'd lost your ECM's or
retro rockets. The only way to repair
them was to buy some more.

Planets Consist of filled tenain grids
with plains, valleys, hills and oceans
and your ship hangs mid-screen over
the scrolling landscape. Once through
the atmosphere you nose down
towards a runway and if it's safe, the
shipboard computer does the rest. It's
much the same when docking with a
space station - a computer does it all
for you.

What of the game itselfl Well, I have
now tried several missions and while it
has been far from a chore playing the
game, I haven't been drawn back to it
with any real enthusiasm. It's not that
my progress was in any way slow or
hindered, but it seemed to lack charis-
ma, and the manual aside,

OVERVIEW
FOFT struck me as a game that had
gone off course. What it seems to lack
is any real style or originality and
offers no definite improvements on
what has gone before. Yes it boasts
new options, such as missions, but
they haven't been capitalised upon to
breathe vigour into the game or make
it feel fresh. FOFT has a long way !o
go to approach Elite's'standards and
may prove to be a game unable [o live
up to its own reputation.

Agent l,oclcrvood

...WEREAILY SHOIIIDHAVE SOMEII{INGABOIIITHIS WHOLEADVEI{]\]RETI{ING...I MEAN,CANANYONETILL MEHOW TTMY PRODUCETI{ESEWIZO GAMES?

Many people
But how do
large, lmpr-
tract?
to lnvest-

wrlte thelr own adventures, for fun, or perhaps for a llttle proflt.
the professlonals, the btg sgftware houses, set about produclng
esslve quality adventures, faclng an empty computer and a con-
CONFIDENTIAL asked one of the most famous adventurers around
lgate.o

t

ADVENTURE BUILDING
TH CAMPBELL

Building an adventure from absolute
zero is a very rare event, even among
'home brew' enthusiasts. Most people
use a tailor-made system, a'4GL'
Sourth Generation Language) specific
to adventure programs, to assist in the
process. Those writing for fun (and
sometimes commercially) use GAC or
Tlu Quill, whilst the professionals
invariably have their own 'system',
usually written in-house. This enables
the text and plot that drives the text to
be entered in a very high level form,
ready to be compiled into an exe-
cutable program.
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...WHAT ON EARIH IS VERA DOING RT]MMAGING AROUND IN THAT DUSTBIN? HOW TINTT

The adventure game format of 'play-
by-screen'is not the same as the postal
format of 'play-by-mail'at all - for a
stafi the response times are a little dif-
ferent - but after taking into account
the capabilities and limitations of the
media, there are some striking similar-
ities.

For instance, the end result is the
same. That feeling of success and
frustration in an open-ended format
role-playing game is just as acute as
when you finish or are thwarted by a
pafiicular problem via the post. Both
suspensions of disbelief have their
faults and failings, yet both have
strengths and unique angles too.
While some of the computer games are
little short of deciding inputs on a
theme, they range in difficulty just as
much as adventures do. In the current
marketplace, the format can be broken
down into three main stages, each with
its own unique categories. The first
can be termed Moderation, the second
Setting and the third Topic. In trying
to decide which game to choose, just
pick one from each of the categories in
the diagram below, and you should end
up with your personal preference in
the play-by-mail world.

To explain the stages, let's first decide
what each offers:'

MODERATION
Computers vs Humans
When tackling ttris subject, you will
always come down to the fundamental
question of whether the game you are
looking for should be arbitrated by a
man or a machine.Whcn comparing
these two fundamental criteria for
PBM games, the list of pros and cons
usually divides them quite accurately,

for where one is good at one aspect of
gaming, the other is not. Below I have
listed both, including only the pros for
each of the options. By reversing the
statement, the bad points should be
obvious. For example, if computers
are listed as giving a faster turnaround,
then humans will be slower.

Computers offer:* On average, a faster turnaround per
hundred players (where turnaround is
the time you post your current move or
'turn', to the time it is delivered back to
you by the whistling postman),
* Bigger games (both in terms of the
number ofpeople that can play con-
currently and the physical size of the
actual gaming area)* A system well-suited to coping with
the mathematics and data handling
involved in wargaming and strategic
simulations* An accurate gamesmaster (wittl the
only errors being in the inputting of
each set of commands and program
bugs)* A dependable service (it is more
commercially viable to run games by
computer, so it is more likely to be
around for a little longer)

Humans offer:* Vast flexibility (limited only by rhe
gam.es-master and/or players imagina-
tlon)* A system well-suited to coping with
the creative writing and endless
options of role-playing games
x A more personal service(with a
smaller group of players, you don't.
feel like a statistic in the company's
bank balance)* A way to weave a more subtle, less
mechanical game that incorporates
true stories and true characters

SETTING
When lmking at the great range of
games currently available, my personal
view is that these can really be divided
into five headings. Admitiedly these
are vague (and therefore restrictive
too) and that quite a few games do not
fall under these titles, but it should
give a good enough idea ofwhat is
generally on offer. In choosing from
this section, the knack is to let yourself
be drawn into whalever field most
interests you. As they follow the
major areas of book classification, and
adventure game classification at that, it
should not be difficult to decide which
suits your taste:
* Science Fiction - be Dan Dare or
Luke Skywalker in the middle of a
galactic war or visiting planes in ttre
galaxy
* Fantasy - join a company of men
and women as Frodo or ques! after the
lairs of dragons* hesent Day - gamble on the Stock
Market or run your own football team* Past - fight battles in history as
Napoleon or Boadicea,* Future - get to grips with life as a
cop in the 2lst cennrry or fight World
War III

TOPIC
Again, I have split these categories
into five, as each has its own distinc-
tive following and flavour. They are:* Power Game - in which there is a
definite goal, usually involving war-
ring and diplomacy* Sports Simulation - without moving
from your armchair, you can delve into
sports from Soccer to games like
Rollerball
* Crime Game - a topic which covers
gang warfare in the Roaring 20s to
fuurristic crime rings on the sEeets of
New York.* Role-Playing Game - a game where
you create and develop a persona in
another world

So there you have a quick reference
guide to choosing which sort of game
to get involved in. In coming issues, I
will be highlighting various games
from each of these groups which will
hopefully give an indication of the
many aspects of postal gaming - and
until you ry you have never valued
your letterbox!

MAIN AREAS COVERED BY PII\Y.BY-MAIL GAMES

MODERATION
Computer Human

SETTING
Science Fiction Fantasv Fresent Dav Past

Futrire
. TOPIC

Power Game Sports Simulation Crime Game
Role-Playing Game
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games. I loved
Bombuzal,an
excellent puzzle

game invented by my
old mate Tony
Crowther (plug
plug). Iamvery
selective about the
games I play and
have maybe half-a-
dozen l6-bitregulars
(Vrus, Starglider II,

my own Andes Attack...). I enjoy
some of the excellent Japanese
arcade/adventures on the PC Engine -
these are often challenging, have plen-
ty of puzzles and great graphics and
very large maps (Legendary Axc is
ace!).

Can you explain a typical day in the
life of JeffMinter? Usually get con-
scious by about half-ten AM. If I
oversleep generally Denis my cat
comes and miaows me awake anyway.
Get up and first thing I do is feed the
sheep, collect the mail and come back
in for a cup of tea and a read of
the papers. After a while begin
to feel ruly conscious and go
into the workroom and fire up
the ST. Programming then
ensues tuntil N e i g hb o ur s at
5.30, with occasional breaks to
think (design is aided by pauses
for tea and some loud CD) and
maybe even a snatch of PC-
Engine if the assembly times
are getting long. Aftnr Neigh-
boursl feed myself,junk food,
no red meat, ariythin! I can
bung in tle microwave. Feed
Denis also (Brekkies and
Wiskas). Then back to the
assembler, not so intense as
before, half an eyg on the TV
for anything interesting. At l0
o'clock I decide to either go
down I or 2 AM unless I have
a deadline or am really into
something. Finish off with
loud CDs and some video
games. This routine changes in
summer. I like to be outdoors
when the weather is good and I
live in a beautiful area of
Wales, so in the day I rnay go
out for a walk or to the beach

- and do more work at night
I dme. Basically, I am foinrnate
I to be able to earn money doing
I *o.k when I want, wheie It want. Consequently I work

longer and harder than I ever
would if I were an 'employee'
or coding someone else's
license.

In your Newsletter, I/re
Nature Of The Beast, you use
quite a few words that I can-
not find in my Chamber's
Dictionary. Would you care
to explain to our readers such

gems as:
wazzo (as in 'a truly wazzo device'):
Wonderful, amazing, awesome. Word
stolen from Alex Blok (Tecnation).

A Yupmaster Filofaxiol ring-binder
thingy: Compound term meaning
'binder of Filofax-compatible type'.

twaddle: Nonsense, claptrap, drivel,
rubbish. Ancient colloquialism.

zarjazz Great, groovy, froody, cool.
Originated by Tharg Q0MAD.

Naff-Offbutton: A slightly more
relaxed Quit button.

totally wicked rastar control rou-
tines: Flexible, powerful program
module for changing colours at any
position on the ST's screen, thereby
extending the number on-screen.

detecol stuff: Collision detection
code.

Ghod: anybody's God.

Yak products (and non-Yak prod-
ucts while you're at it!): game written
by me and sold via Llamasoft (Non-
Yak is not this)

munchies (as in 'when you've got the
munchies'): Uncontrollable snack
attack at weird hours of the day.

heavy metal zap freak: The sort of
person who likes playing Star Gate in
a darkened room with Iron Maiden
going at full volume.

fooberolity (love this one especial-
ly!): Frivolity, foolish act. Derived
from Fooberol, which means'an
uncharacteristic or purely silly action
whilst under the influence of an intoxi-
cant!'

And on that note, thls is
Agent Cannon stgntng
out!
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...AGENT TREVILLTAN, I SEEM TO REMEBER YOU PROMISED ME A SERIES OF THREE MI.INI-USER GAMES...SO? WHERE IS IT?

The Boss yras rlght. I had promlsed that my look on multl-user games should be a
trtlogr. And I giuess I should dellver the goods. The flrst artlcle focussed on an
lndependant commerclal game, the second gave Ught to a game avallable on a net-
work, so the last should b9 purely a hobby. So I began dfggfng and thanks to some
helpftrl potnttng ln the rtght dlrectlon, Nell Newell told me about a man who would
be able to help. Phtltp Cordrey ls a man who has everythtng. He has a successful
buslness, a house ln the country and the sort of mlschlevous charm that comes
from not really uranttng to grow up. So what I hear you say, but so has Mlckey
Mouse. Ah, but I reply that he also has somethtng that only a handful of other
men have; hls own world. And that world ls the multl'user game:

%

Of course, no one can blame you for
never having heardof MirrorWorld as
it has never been highlighted much in
the general press. The whole thing is
run as a hobby and takes up a comer of
Pip's home. (Pip by the way is Philip's
persona in MirrorWorld, but more
about that later on). Pip's involvement,
in multi-user technology began with a
genuine interest for bulletin boards and
has developed into a personal universe
that fights to exist alongside the real
world. It is made up of joys and sor-
rows, victories and defeats and one
bleak Winter morning I found myself
gazing spellbound through the window
into this - for want of a better word -
gane.

Pip's bulletin board was called Labbs
and, for it's time, was quite advanced,
though now he would have to use the
term 'primitive'. But such is progress.
It was popular enough to w:urant
attention from quite a few people of
the field and through this he met John
Stewart who became part of an editing
team for apartof Labbs dealing with
MUD. At that time, theMulti-User
Dungeon was in is unpredictable
infancy at Essex University and so
there was never any shortage of infor-
mation on system improvements and
crashes.
"Labbs was tle place to lookif MUD
was down", Pip chortles merrily, "and
soon there were a team of people
working on that part of the BB."
These all came from St Pauls School
and slowly this group went on to form
the six archwizards that oversee Mir-
rorWorld.

As Pip saw tle int€rest in multi-user
games take a sharp increase, and pre-
sented with a complete team of people
who were naturally keen and bright
enough to undertake the challenge, he

dreamt up the concept of a world that
could be implemented on a home com-
puter. The idea was to write a lan-
guage that could be tailored to produce
a sizeable adventure that would work
as well as any mainframe scenario.

At first, there were problems. The
idea was to use an ordinary BBC
Micro, but for processing speed it just
did not seem possible at all. So they

linked nvo Beebs and the rest was cob-
bled together. Memory was added via
a 30 MB hard disk and the entire game
was held in RAM which was souped
up to 2 MB for the job. The channel
between the two processors was called
Fastlink and was capable ofjust about
sixteen million baud rate! One Beeb
controls the game and the other con-
trols the ports that come in via the
modems that line to shelves above the
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A sequence from Quest - showing Taltesin at
work.

(Thls comes up as you stand wlthln the \trlzard's Matlc Room)

Magic Room.
The room emits a light all of its own, its source indefinite but sear-
ing enough to make you cover your eyes with your arm. You can
only make out some of the strange noises which are bubbling
around this room. You see rows of herbs in glass jars, a simple
hand-held harp, a cauldron, a piece of translucent amber and the
Wizard Taliesin.
Taliesin quickly hurries out of the room.
Taliesin hustles in clutching some herbs and a potion.
Taliesin carefully puts the herbs in the cauldron.
Taliesin picks up his harp and begins sffumming it softly.
Taliesin begins to sing solemnly about a wonn.
Taliesin looks up at the cauldron and smiles. As you look in, you
see the faint image of a worm encased in gold shimmering light.
The image of the worrn begins to dissolve slightly, then suddenly
the image vanishes altogether, leaving only Taliesin strumming his
harp. He turns and says, "Creation is beautiful, isn't it?"

Labbs and then set to work on imple-
menting his own multi-user game and
converting it into 'C'.

"He is an extremely bright young
man", comments Pip as we look over
his creation, "It ceriainly is a step
onward from the original game that he
wrote, including some very imagina-
tive features." I remarked that it was
unusual to find a programmer who
also had a flare for writing good story-
lines.

Quest inchtdes all the features of Mir-
rorWorld, plus quite a few more.
There is an on-screen update of the top
twenty players that is generated auto-
matically every fe"w minutes, you can
send messages across from Quest to
MirrorWorld (and vice-vena I believe
too), the weather system is fully imple-
mented (so when it rains, you do not
get wet inside buildings, but may hear
the storm outside), there is a contest
which can be run by the Wizards at the
amphitheane which includes betting
points against the odds of a certain
gladiator or creature fighting in the
arena. But the thing that is most
unique is that it has a strong storyline
that makes the whole universe plausi-
ble. It is notjust a case of dropping
treasures in a swamp, or selling them
to the Trading Post, giving them to
some Mad King or wha[ever. In this
game, the world revolves around Thl-
iesin, who is a computer-generated
Wizard who controls everything. He
creat€s and recreates the world, keep-
ing everything in check and making
sure the whole fabric of reality is not
broached by all these people running
around tampering with everything. He
has an apprentice (who is based upon
the Sorcerer's Apprentice) to which the
players have to give their findings. He

in turn takes them to Taliesin, who
then returns them to the world anew.
Giving the apprentice your hard-
eamed tre:nure tiough, is a little hard-
er than you would at first envisage.
You have to track him down, not an
easy task in itself, and then you must
get him to accept your items. As he
bumbles about tripping over his robes,
he is as likely to drop the treasure or
give it back as he is to keep it!

And leaving fantasy aside for a
moment, Pip has yet to complete his
science fiction game, known at the
moment as Spaces. It is set in a space
station orbiting earth that has remained
derelict for years. Aliens have come
to inhabit the place and also a band of
'Mad Max'type vagants who are set
against just about anyone they meet.
The idea behind the game is to repair
and collect new parts for the station
and make in rehabitable. Although
still in its infancy, the game will add
another dimension to the growing
world of Pip Cordrey and, who knows,
one day you may meet him in one of
the games he has created. And if you
do, say Trevillian sent you...

The numbers to call are 0883-844044
or 0883-08838441&.

BUGS FILE
This issue we open the dossier
on all the reported quirks, bugs
and inconsistencies in your
favourite adventure games.
This will hopefully grow into a
useful list of all those annoying
little bits in every game.

FISH!
In the sound recording studio
through the jagged warp, do not
enter Put Thpe In Player else you
will not be able to take it out.
Instead type Play tape in player.

BEYOND ZORK
If you sell the butterfly in the
shop with the chalice in it, then
the butterfly will fly back and
settle on the chalice. Thke the
butterfly and sell it again, thus
increasing your money by any
amount. It starts at 5 zorkmids,
but will increase as you go on!

In Beyond Zorktao, the parser
doesn't understand'horse' in the
section with t}re two princes.
This at frst seems like a big
problem, but in fact the solution
does not revolve around manipu-
lating the horse in any way, so
this is really only a minor over-
sight on Infocom's part really.

JINXTER
At the end of the game, there is
no way to avoid being run over,
so if you have not got a full
score, this is not the reason.

Also due to the fact that. you must
be carrying something in order to
play it" the programmers thought
that it would be sensible to auto-
matically pick up anything you
wanted to play, such as the har-
monica. But they forgot to check
if the object was valid, so if you
type'Play the harmonica and
dance', it will pick up the har-
monica and play it, then pick up
the dance and play that as well!
This works with any word the
vocabulary understands, so try
play bus', play castle'or even
'play selfl, they will all appear on
your inventory, but beware as you
cannot drop any of these objects
once they are there, but they do
count towards your carrying
capaclty.

To add to this column,
write to the usual address,

marking the envelope:
Bugs File
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...HELP...I'M LOST IN THE DIMENSIONS!...AND ALL THE EXITS KEEP CHANGING...GET ME SOMEONE WHO CAN HELP ME OUT!...
But where to look for someone who has the experlence and abtltty to erplain the
baslcs to everyone who sttll fumbles around wtth a scrappy plece of borrowed
notepaper and an orange crayon. The nrunber of people who do not even bother
with mapplng ls stlll fatrly htgh and usually follows the same number who do not
flnlsh games as they dldn't know that the hall they were standtng ln \vas made up
of two locatlons lnstead of one! So, from amongst our members, we have found
someone to brlng you the (naturally) lncomplete gutde to...

!L6g--
L-l !LJ===="==="=#

- --1 
T-'I L'J LJTJ

3 EErr rrn
tlt l lJt=--  -= ====-
L,l U lJU--

F igure 1.

B,A.R,I{S -f- .F-.Y
Carefully note in each location box
any particular objects found. Enclose
these items in the brackets so as not to
get confused with the location descrip-
tion when you come o study your map
again some time later.

Try not to fill the box with useless
items - include ONLY those which are
likely to serve a purpose in your quest,
unless ofcourse it helps you to differ-
entiate between similar location
descriptions! Examination of some
objects may give a clue as to their
future use or otlerwise.

Naturally, with many adventures, some
objects do not manifest themselves
until you carry out a particular task
beforehand. An example of this is a
knife hidden in a drawer, or BEHIND
it! In these cases it may be to your
advantage to note the drawer (or
table/cupboard containing the drawer)
to enable you to remember that there is
something hidden in THAT particular
location.

(3) Characters encountered
Note the location of EVERY character
- alive or dead - that you come across
as evsn dead characters may have a
use, ie. wearing special clothing, con-
cealing an object(s), food source for
monstersfulants, etc.

Figure 3.

3
Please bear in that some characters are
there to kill you or otherwise impede
your progress, so try to avoid the nasty
ones if at all possible - sometimes you
are allowed just one move to run away
- talking may also help but don't bank
on iL

Be prepared for random appearances -
SAVE GAME often - these usually
occur within set area of vour adven-

This 'system' allows for clear record-
ing ol
(1) Exact location with brief descrip-
tion
(2) Objeca found
(3) Characters encountered
(4) Available exits from each location
(5)'Conditional' exits
(6) Compass heading
(7) Sheet numbering
(8) Random elements
(9) Basic Mazes ,s,
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IIIAPPING YOUR ADVENTURE
.A- GIJTDF-.

INTRODUCTION
It is essential to maintain a clear record
of your progress in a tidy and readily
accessible manner. I have used a sim-
ple system of A4 sheets that has served
me well over the years.

Figure 2.

Map design
This inexpensive and simple system is
described in more detail shortly.
Beforehand, however, it must be
appreciated that very few adventure
programs give a hint to the player as to
the number of locations to be found.
Whilst it is reasonable to expect a
Level 9 adventure to offer in excess of
l90locations, the majority of games
fall within the 7 5-125 location range.

Indeed, many adventures have very
few locations with many more prob-
lems, but this by no means implies that

BY JOH.I\J R. -
the larger adventure is short ofpuz-
zles! Experience will tell you what to
expect from a particular software
house or writer.

To help you in forming an effective
map system I have designed a basic
A4-size sheet - of TWO designs -
which will provide for the vast majori-
ty of your needs during the course of
the game, with most of your 'educa-
tion'recorded on a single sheet! The
two basic sheets are in vertical and
horizonnl format, as depicted in Fig-
ures I and 2.

Sufficient space should be allowed
around the perimeter of each sheet to
provide for the insertion of adjoining
sheet markers. It is advisable to draw
carefully one copy ofeach ofyour
two MASTER sheets and photocopy a
supply for actual use. The cost is usu-
ally minimal.

Each working sheet should be unique-
ly numbered or lettered for identifica-
tion during play. It is difficult to
advise on the insertion of your FIRST
location but a general rule is to com-
mence as near as possible !o the centre
of a horizontal unused sheet. This can
be adjusted as the layout of your
adventure map becomes clearer.

(1) Exact location
Insert a brief title of the location. At
fint, in some adventures, the first few
brief locations may all seem alike but
in the main all descriptions differ
slightly, ie. Rocky Plain, Rock Strewn
Plain, etc.

Desert, forest, jungle and cave-tunnel
locations are sometimes deliberately
included to confuse you, in the form of
amaze and will thus have the same
location description. You should read
the text description of your current
location very carefully as there may be
a subtle difference in the wording
which is easily missed by a cursory
glance, ie. Twisty Little Passage,
Twisting Liule passage. Basic maze
mapping will be covered fully later, so
don't dwell on it at this stage.

(2) Objecs found
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tion. You are carrying a sword, stick,
knife, key and lamp. You are also
wearing a cloak. The maze consists of
a so-far unknown number of locations.
When you reach your first maze loca-
tion, DROP the key and write the loca-
tion description in your location box -
pencilling in the key for now. Indicate
all the visible exits from this location
(your first maze location should now
be shown as in figure 6).

Incidentally, this 'maze section' of your
map should be constructed on a sepa-
rate piece ofpaper to avoid confusion.

Now leaving the key where it is, move
west. Oh, great! Were lost! Or so it
seems, Note that ttre description of
this new location and we find it is
exactly the same, but without the key.
Draw in this new location and note the
visible exits (your map should now
conform to Fig 7).

Now drop the stick and write it down
in pencil in this new location. You do
not need to know the exits as this map-
ping method works either way; we
simply try to move in every possible
direction, indicated or otherwise, until
successful.

Assuming that you cannot move west,
let's try north. If you see a key then
simply draw your directional line to
join the first location. For the purpose
of this example we see not a key but a
stick. You really haven't moved out of
the location at all! Show this fact,
leaving the stick where it is, on your
map mine (fig 8).

Now ry northwest and you find a con-
venient cleming. This, so far, is a
completely different location descrip-
tion and there is no need to drop an
item in this location. But you should
still note all the visible exits (fig 9).

Continue around the maze using the

Figure 9.

adopted procedure until all maze loca-
tions have been shown and all possible
directions followed. Our hypothetical
maze now conforms to Figure 10.
Looks quite complicated doesn't it?
But study it closely. It really is quite
simple! You see, you could have been
wandering around for quite a while -
getting hungry and tired, lamp running
low - yet there are only four T-ost in
Forest' locations.

Now follow your new map and collect
your dropped items, erasing the pen-
cilled notes and continue with your
quest.

I only wish every maze was as simple
as this - sometimes it appears more
daunting than itactually is! Consider
the'Maze of Sodden Hillocks' (sic)
contained in The Shadows Of Mordor
(Melbourne House) - just three loca-
tions (fig 11). You can see that the
majority of directional commands do
not actually take you anywhere. As a
point of interest this particular maze
was mapped by adopting the standard
procedure, before the necessary action
was taken to move the logs, whilst the
'dark' mazes in the same adventure
were similarly tackled but with the
various permutations of matches and
crystal to provide light.

In the main, mazes are exnemely diffi-
cult to map, with other factors to con-
tend with, such as:
(a) limited number of moves,
(b) darkness
(c) randomly generated directions,
(d) your dropped objects being cov-
ered by mist or smoke...or even
washed away.

In conclusion, I would stress that this

article is not intended to teach you all
you need to know about adventure

mapping. It is merely a collation of
my own personal methods and offered
as a basis for individual adaptation
according to needs.

Finally, remember this: your adventure
map is only as good as the next time
vou need to use it!Figure 7.

Figure 8.

EXCLUSTVE!
Videotronics of Boston have final-
ly solved the problem of incompat-
ibility between computers.
TheyVe produced a disk drive
containihA slots for 5.25 and 3.5
disks. The drive. which is code-
named "Quasi" has I megabyte of
ROM containing alledgedly legal
emulation softdare foi Mdcint"osh.
Atari ST, Amiga and IBM PC. A
simple switch-on the front of the
drive can set the disk to run anv
software on anv of the four
machlnes. Thd svstem can also
load incompatibl6 software onto,
anv hard disk connected to the
ho-st computer and rrn it under
emulation from the hard disk. in
the UK at around t6OO.
Videotronics claim to also be
developing an intelligent Software
EmulaUon (SE) package which
will be issued on both-3.S" and
5.25" disks. The user places the
oriAinal software in one slot of the
Oulsi Drive and the SE disk in
the other. A blank disk is placed
in the computer's normal drive.
The SE packaAe then calculates
an emufation lor the original soft-
ware and this is then written to
the blank dtsk. A spokesman for
the companv confirmed that the
new copv could not be considered
a pirate -copy as the whole code
would have been rewrltten bv the
SE packaAe
Thethird-part of the package,
known as-the Head MasterlHU)
will require the user to plav an
original game iust once. Then the
HM-will t-ake iontrol and plav the
game time and time aAairi until
fhe perfect score is acheived, sav-
tng the user a great deal of time
effort and enerAr. Mdeotronics
describe HM as-'foolproof ' t

Agent Orange.
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...AH, THE JOYS OF RUNNING AMOK IN THE ENGUSH COTJNTRYSIDE..IS TI{ERE ANY MORE NEWS ON TT{IS ADVENTUROUS PASTTTME?.

Wtth orders from on hlgh, my travels to the North of England were not complete
with my look at last lssue's golngs on at TMill. Now I crossed the Pennines and
made my way lnto a dlfferent domaln. Here I found that Llve Role-Players were
catered for under another llroup, who emerged from the dlstant back- R-
waters of the hobby to fuel-and-reklndle everyone's...

SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE

TI{E INTERVIEW
The first thing about Spirit Of Adven-
ture that eyeryone comments on is its
age. Its origins hark back to a time
when the thought of whacking any-
body with a rubber sword was tanta-
mount to pleading insanity. As I have
mentioned in previous issues, the
entire hobby grew from a gpup of
people lrnown as Treasure Trap. Holi-
days were run for a whole week and
included staying at Peckforton Castle
and participating in adventures every
day. Well, perhap-s holiday too sfrong
a word, but the people who went
enjoyed the experience and all was
well and good, until 77 closed down
and a promising offshoot of the role-
playing hobby seemed lost forever.

Yet soon goups all over the country
began to start their own live role-play-
ing ventures and one of these was
Spiril Of Adventure.The founding
members of Spirit all took their turn in
the dungeons and corridors of 77, so
they knew as much as anyone about,
setting up this sort of enterprise. Now
three years later, I sat in a small tent on
the edges of Tame Counry Park talk-
ing to Pam Turnbull about what has
happened to the once small group that
was the original Spirit.

"We now have one indoor and nine
outdoor locations which meet our
requirements very well", she told me
between tlte roars from outside of a
party getting ready to head off on the
evening jaunt, "We run adventures
every weekend, three times a day and
rotate the sites so as not to overly dis-

turb ttre public." And how do the gen-
eral folk out walking fteir dog on a
Saturday aftemoon cope with all this
activity? "The public cope very well.
Some even follow us around. In fact,
some even turn up the next week to try
it out!"

Dusk was slowly turning to darkness
now and outside the last of the voices
from the party had died away. Through
the window in the tent, which serves
as a sort of command post and meeting
point for the whole day's escapades,I
watched their torchlighs disappear
over the hill. An breathtaking sight for
a newcomer, but doesn't running such
an endeavour pose a heavy commit-
ment on the people behind it?

"I work every weekend", she
explained, sounding naturally heroic,
her upper lip stiffening visibly, "and
am in charge of the administration for
the whole group. When I am not
doing that, I usually referee or mon-
ster. The job is tiring, but very
rewarding." I commented that it
would have to be.

As well as rotating the country parks,
they also move indoors to Loks Works,
an old run-down engineering building
that no one wants, but is the perfect
sight for ruins and dungeons. This
gives the sort of variety that such a
long-term enterprise needs to keep
everything fresh and ticking over.

The people involved with Spirit are
still the same as when the group fint
started and are made up of Steve Gib-
son, Shelley Gibson, Steve Turnbull

and Pam herself. And by the time this
magazine arrives, they will have been
in existence for three years. That's a
lot of weekends to justify the reward.
But then again, as someone remarked
on the day, I'm not'in!o it'.

The process of running a live role-
playing group, like any specialist
hobby, seems !o follow the same basic
requirements. Most are taken from the
original ground rules and set-up of
Treasure Trap,btt this is the basis of
common sense when you have to plan
such an event. Spirit's own introduc-
tion to the syslem is called, naturally
enough, The Adventurers Guide and is
sent to every player who books for
their first adventure.

Inside it touches upon all the basic
requirements that you need to know
about the system, from such simplici-
ties as choosing a race to how the
focussed and unfocussed magic system
functions in our magicless world. The
guide also familiarises you with the
rudiments of combat, the special magi-
cal effects that you may encounter on
your travels and those immortal refer-
ee's words that transcend each and
every system I have seen; Time In
Time Out and Time Freeze. For the
uninitiated, I reproduce that part of the
Adventurers Guide, just to show
everyone what they are missing.

Spirit are also trying to get across an
organised professional image of the
hobby as a whole, for, though attitudes
have changed, this'sport is still
viewed at arm's length.

"We like to be strict on training", said
Pam, turning my attention to the facs
about the adventure had joined in with
earlier that day (and which is detailed
herein). "There are two people that
travel with the group; one is the Battle-
Boarder and the other is the Referee.
Both have been recruited from our
players and have been trained in using
the system and aspects like knowledge
of The Country Code." The monsters
too have to be introduced and trained;
no one can turn up and expect to play
the pail of a monster. Yet it is a good
way to learn the system and certainly
keeps you fit!

And for those of you who are interest-
ed in finding out more of the goings on
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How many of you are waiting for the
game, something new, something
exciting, the next really big thing
which will change the world? Me too.
And you know what? I ttrink we may
have to wait rather a long time.
I remember when Zork first appeared -
or, at least, when it first swam into my
own little orbit. I had heard about it,
and the mainframe, two-word-com-
mand "adventwes" which preceded it,
but I'd never played them, since I did-
n't have a mainframe of my own and
nobody was about to let an irresponsi-
ble writer loose on their big, kludgy,
steam-driven corporate or university
IBM. Those things drank Carling
Black Label, and you needed creden-
tials, special clothes and heavy insur-
ance before you were even allowed to
look at them through a pane of glass.
The nearest I'd got was those funda-
mentally unsatisfying five-quid-in-the-
slot tlings in arcades, and I must con-
fess that the cost/benefit equation just
didn't work out. The trouble was tlat
the more time you needed, the less
time you go[ and after I had been
wiped out within ten seconds of
putting my money in the slot a few
times, I just sort of gave up. I suppose
you need one of those honible addic-
tive personalities to find it worthwhile;
or, to be fair, a particular sort of horri-
ble addictive personality. I certainly
have an H.A.P., but it's the wrong type;
mine is good for loose women, cheap
bars, old biplanes and (God help me; I
never could work-out why) business
productivity software. Things like
cocaine, bridge, vodka martinis,
motorcycles and Sumo wrestling leave
me cold; and as for arcade adventures,
they just didn't even get a look-in.
(Hell, I was one of the fint test-market
players of Pac-Man; I ttrought it had
about as much chance of success as a
black Russian rabbi at a National Front
rally.)

Then, one day,I got an early Olivetti
word processor. One of the things it
advertised was communications facili-
ties, and I looked forward [o "patching
in," as we called it, to all those excit-
ing games on all those mind-boggling
mainframes. It was not to be, howev-
er. Hours of fruitless effort, culminat-
ing in an entire day spent with senior
men-in-beards from Olivetti clustered
around my machine, led us to abandon
any efforts to communicate with any-
thing at all as fairly fruitless, and I was
confined to playing Rogue, a sort of
precursor of Hack where a little "Vo"
chased lots of little "a"s and "x"s
around a sort ofgrid made out of "/"s

OLD CHESTNUTS
By Mlchael Blrcrater

and "l"s and "_"s. Fun? No.
Eventually IBM, true to their corporate
motto - "Yesbrday's Technology, Real
Soon Now!" - came out with the PC. I
persuaded Punch to buy a handful of
the things, with the aid of a handsome-
ly-bound "proposal" full ofcharts, lies,
bullshit and numbered paragraphs.
With the PCs we ordered a splendid
progxam called Context MBA which
was no use to us at all, another splen-
did program called BusiPost which
was no use to us at all, and a third
splendid program called Wordstar
which was incredibly useful, except
that the people who could use it hated
it, and the rest just couldn't get the
hang of it.

After a couple of weeks of this,the
level of disaffection in the editorial
offices had reached the foothills of
out-and-out civil war, and even the
men in suits, in their slow but imbecil-
ic way, were beginning to get the feel-
ing that something was wrong. Obvi-
ously we needed something to bond
everyone together in affection and
respect for the New Technology.
Along came Znrk. It was a lifesaver.
People clustered round, offering help
ful suggestions. Tempers were losl
The Editor himself was found slumped
in his chair one afternoon, weeping fit-
fully and endlessly typing the same
four-letter word afl.er lhe prompt, in
the hope that if he did it often enough,
the game would stop saying "I don't
understand the word '@$7o*"'.
"You can tell the bloody thing's Amer-
ican," he said. "'I don't understand the
word @$7o*' indeed! A decent game
would say'I'm really sorry, but I don't
understand the word @$7o*'. tr
Japanese game wouldn't say anything;
it would just rip its bowels out and
then behead itself in shame if it didnt
understand a word! Pshaw!"
I had never heard anyone actually say
"Pshaw!" before, (the "P", surprising-
ly, is not silent) and it made a deep
lmpresslon on me.

"Don't worry," I said, "Early days yet.
You waifi soon these things will under-
stand every word you say, and even if
tleydon't, they'll be able to look it up,
and paraphrase it, and all that stuff."
I was confident in those days. But
here we are, all this time later, and
although adventure games have got a
bit better at being sorry, they still say
that they don't understand the word
"@$7r*", and a whole lot of other
words besides. You still wander round
"rooms", and you still solve puzzles,
and damn me if some people aren't

still giving us phosphorescent moss
and other old chestnuts like thaf
As for shoot-em-ups and the graphic
arcade games, the quality of the graph-
ics and the animation has improved
wildly, thanks to more powerful pro-
cessors and bigger memories, but they
are still more-or-less offering the same
scenarios. "You are trapped in the
_ by the evil _. To
escape you must shoot the
with the Use the

buson to ."

Well, phooey, tlat's what I say, and if
you've not got enough brain to cover a
match-head, you'll say it too, because
the truth is that that's all there is, folks,
and there won't be any really startling
developments for some time.
The thing is, it's nothing to do wittr
hardware. All that better hardware (or
bigger hardware, or faster hardware, or
whatever) will give you is more of the
same. Take television: picture quality
has got better, editing facilities more
sophisticated, screers bigger, sound
more faithful, cameras more portable
and actresses more pretentious, but. the
medium is still only any good for
doing television programmes. All the
creative groundwork was done in the
first few years after television was
innoduced, and thereafter it was sim-
ply a question of doing it better, cheap-
er, faster, louder or what you will.
Same with the gramophone. Now, it's
called a CD player, but it's still only
any good for sitting in front ofand lis-
tening to the tune.
And that's why I say the revolution's
over. From now on, it's evolution
instead. Things will get better. Graph-
ics will improve beyond recognition.
The adventure-writers will get better
too, and concentrate as much on mak-
ing the stuffas fun to read as fun to
solve. Games in general will get big-
ger, more open-ended; there'll be more
ways in which you can affect the out-
come, and software will get more
"intelligent".

But as far as there being something
around the corner which you'll pick up
and say "Wow! I never saw anything
like this before!", forget it. It may
happen; but it won't happen for your
PC, or for anything like ir It'll not jusr
be on a new machine, but a new sort of
machine - probably something which
hasn't even got a name yeL

And I hope I'll be the first o tell you
about iL

MB.
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CONFIDENTIAL File No. 4 : Page 3l
southwest. If you have been
taking notes, all should be
apparent at thts polnt.
>open door
The sturdy door groans loudly
as you heave tt open and
beyond you see another bare
stone room. Bloodstatns cover
the walls and a lingering smell
of death and decay pervades
the air. At the back of the room
hanss a shredded blood-red
curt"ain that half hides a wood-
en trapdoor. Yet asyour eyes
adiust to the darkness, vou
nolice several dark hun6hed
shapes lurking in the far cor-
ners of the chamber. These
look like wolves, having lupine
faces and glinthg killers' eyes,
yet they stand on two legs like
men. Slowly they approach
and vou slam the door and
rethink this whole sltuation!

So how does one reach the trapdoor
alive? Is there a way past the wolves?
And how do you rid the room of the
second Guardian? Approach ttris as
you would an ordinary adventure
game. You have seven moves. Write
all your answers as adventure com-
mands (ie. if you think that the way to
get past the wolves is by reading the
scroll to them then reply: >take scroll,
open door,.w, read scroll to wolves).
Send your solution to John Trevillian
at the usual address. And as an incen-
tive tlere will be a draw of the correct
answers and the five chosen will win
money-off vouchers!

LAST ISSUE'S SOLUTIONS

The winners of the Cryptic Crossword
No. 2 were: Phil Armstrong of
Gateshead, Stuart Phillips of Notting-
ham, Neil Shipman of Bristol, Alex
Spiers of Charlton and Andrew Taft of
Norwich. The Cottage solution is ide-
ally completed as >get kettle, window-
box, lamp and sphere (or any of the
other permutations of water, earth, fire
and air) >down >push D steps (the
third and sixth) >show windowbox
(earth) no guardian >pass the guardian
The only person to get this right was:
Ian Urquhart of Edmonton.

{r {. {< {.

A top thirty list of the best-selling software throughout the Clubs
in the past two months.

1 F16 FALCON
DUNGEON MASTER SOLUTION BOOK MISC.
SWORD OF SODAN AMIGA
TV FOOTBALL (AMERICAN FOOTBALL) AMtcA
GALDREGON'S DOMAIN AMIGA
DRAGON'S LAIR (REOUIRES 1 MEG) AMIGA
GALDREGON'S DOMAIN ATARIST

MIRRORSOFT
OFFICIAL SECRETS
DISCOVERY
MIRRORSOFT
INTERCEPTOR
READYSOFT
INTERCEPTOR
MIRRORSOFT
FIREBIRD
MIRRORSOFT/FTL
MIRRORSOFT/FTL
MIRRORSOFT/FTL
ELECTRIC DREAMS
MIRRORSOFT
GREMLIN GRAPHICS
DIGITAL INT.
PALACE
ADDICTIVE
GRAND SLAM
MANDARIN
MANDARIN
FIREBIRD
RAINBIRD
OCEAN
IMAGEWORKS
MANDARIN
OCEAN
MANDARIN
ADDICTIVE
OFFICIAL SECRETS

1O CHAOS STRIKES BACK ATARIST
11 DUNGEON MASTER ATARI ST
12 DUNGEON MASTER (1 MEGABYTE) AMtcA
13 SUPER HANG ON AMIGA
14 ROCKET RANGER AMIGA
15 FEDERATION OF FREE TRADERS ATARIST
16 F-16 COMBAT PILOT ATARIST
17 BARBARIAN 2 ATARIST
18 KRYSTAL AMIGA
19 PACMANIA AMIGA

UNIVERSAL MILITARY SIMULATOR AMIGA
OPERATION WOLF AMIGA
SPEEDBALL
LOMBARD RAC RALLY
OPERATION WOLF
LOMBARD RAC RALLY
KRYSTAL
CONFIDENTIAL ISSUE 1

A month-to-month list of notable events and dates throughout
the year ahead.

Saturday 22nd April
PGA Play-By-Mail Convention (see details on the back page)

23rd June - 25th June
The Atari Computer Show at Alexandra Palace, Wood Green,

London N22. Organised by Database Exhibitions.

8th July - 9th July
GuildMeet in the grounds of Coombes Abbey, Coventry. This

will include a medieval market, Wild West displays, crafts and a
whole range of events from the hobby. Organised by The

Adventurers Guild.

(lf you have heard of anythinsru.H-ll3t?l,T,ii'?l?"8" added to this list, please
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Diary Of An Adventurer - Aged 13
March 13th 1989: Dear Diary, Today I sent off lo join OfticialSecrets after my girlie friend Suzie told me about
how gob-smackingly brilliant it was as her best friend was a member and he h-ad shown her what he got behind
the bike sheds. I think she was trying to make me jealous, but l'll show her. She said I was spotty an-d had a per-
sonality like a damp squib coz I didn't know nothing about adventure games like what he did. 'She said she'd '
rather be driving about in his new car, than watch me pick my nose allevening while playing Starolider 2. She
said he's got a Nome Ranger. I wonder what cr that is? Underneath though,-l think she-s just playing hard to
get. Still, they mustbe doing. rude things asshe mentioned he showed her his border zon-es. This sbunds really
disgusting, but I don't know where they are, do you Diary?
March 17th 1989: Dear Diary, Today I received all the things trom OfficialSecrefs, including a copy ot Gnome
Rangerby Level 9. So it's not a car after all. I was so cross, I can tell you. But to top it al[ the ddme was faultv
anywayl I loaded it straight up and couldn't even get the fire button to wsrk. Stupid $rogram. Aii the instruction's
were printe-d onto the screen when it booted up and the picture didn't scroll at ali. I ihought they said this game
y.vas mqga! There wasn't even a glimmer of any on-screen sprites! I have just parcelled it up and sent it 6ack.
I'm not having this rubbish. lt cost me half my blackjack winnings to get thiC! The manual foi the game was
about the biggest I've ever seen and they obviously don't want you to read it as it's got CONFIDENTIAL splat-
tered all over the cover. lt weren't even straight. And there was no artwork on the outside. The only thing was apiclure of the girl who programmed it on the box. Well, I think it was a girl coz she was called lngridi but frhat a
horrorl I thought Swedish women were supposed to be pretty? And talking of women, Suzie hab gone complete-
ly off the rails as she has now apparently joined a strip group called lne Leather Goddesses. I told-her it was me
who loved her and she told me to drop dead. Still, l'll show her. Just as soon as I get a working copy of that
stupid game.

April 1st 1989: Dear Diary, ls this a joke or what? That useless OfficialSecrels lot have sent me another faulty
disk lhat won't work. I rung them up and they said that it was not nothing to do with them as it didn't use a joy-
stick. They said I had to,type in things and it would work. I tried that but all I got was a stupid message sairing 'l
don't undeistand that.' Stili lhe disk was useful in the end as I stuffed it in the-wheel of Suzie's bike aid broke'all
the spokes. Ha ha.
April 2nd 1989: Dear Diary, Today Ricky (that's Suzie's best friend with the broader zones that I was telling you
about) told me that I should stop being such a child and grow up. So I went to see Toady, the class swot slraight
after and he said he would show me about adventure games. I told him he better else I'd smash his face in, sb I
think I'm on my way to winning Suzie back and beating Ricky at his own game. Ya boo sucks, l'll show them!

S.QFTUNA'RE*SFEKE
OUTNOW: Imminent

MMINENT: Outnextmonth

OUT NE)ff MONTH: Out Christmas

OUT CHRISTMAS: Forget it

TOTALLY ORIGINAL GAMEPLAY Provided you've
never seen an arcade game before

PACKED ONTO FOUR DISKS: It should have been on
one but our data compression program broke!

HILARIOUS TEXT: About as funny as a broken pencil

WONDERFULLY ATMOSPHERIC: It's an adventure

TOTALLY ADDICTIVE: It's an arcade game

THE GRAPHICS ARE BREATHTAKING!: ICs rubbish

BEAUTIFUL PACK ARTWORK: But the on-screen
graphics were created on a Z(81

WILLTAKE MONTHS TO SOLVE: There is no manual

ABLENDOF ARCADE AND ADVENTURE: We want
to sell as many copies as we can

A MEGA-GAME: Ooh, at least thirty quid

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD STOCKISTS: There
are about three in the countrv

Are YOU Interested In PBM?
Then you should attend the Postal Gamers' Association's
Convention. The Convention will be held at Surbiton
Assembly Rooms on April 22nd from 10.15am - 5.00pm. Many
PBM companies willbe atteading, and this represents an ideal
opportunityto find out what's happening in the PBM hobby.
There wi l l  a lso be other gaming-related stal ls,
demonstrations, discussions and two bars.

Admission is fa (f2.50 to PGA members) on the day, with
advance tickets costing 50p less. It is advisable to book in
advance to ensure a place.

If you can't make the convention but would like to find out
more about PBM then why not join the PGA? Annual
membership of f4 brings you 4 issues of our quarterly
newsletter which is filled with news, views, reviews and
information on the PBM hobby. We also run an ombudsman
service to deal with any problems you have with PBM
companies. And, of course, PGA membership gets you
cheaper admission to PGA conventions.

The Postal Gamers' Association, Basement Flat,
5 St. Annes Crcscent, Lcwes, E. Sussex, BN7 lSB

Get the most from your hobby!
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